
By Mary Jenner 

T 
hirty-five Presbyterian Women 
groups are active in the South 
Dakota Presbytery, always keep-
ing in mind the PW Purpose: 

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, 
And empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
We commit ourselves: 

• To nurture our faith through pray-
er and Bible study 

• To support the mission of the 

church worldwide 

• To work for justice and peace, and 

• To build an inclusive, caring com-

munity of women that strengthens 

the Presbyterian church (U.S.A.) 

and witnesses to the promise of 

God’s kingdom. 

These groups carry out this creed 
from the April Spring Gathering through 
the following April Gathering. The 2020 
Spring Gathering will be April 25, at 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church in Mar-
ion. The theme will be: “Who’s My 
Neighbor?” 

The current Mission project, the 
Pathfinder Center in central South Da-

kota, is a focus until next April. So far, 
about $1000 has been received. Funds 
will be sent to the designated mission 
quarterly so the funds are readily avail-
able and can be used as needed.  

The PW Coordinating Team was glad 
to learn of a mission in South Dakota, 
but needs to consider a mission for 2020
-21. Please give ideas to anyone on the co-
ordinating team. 

A year from now, Sept. 25-26, 2020, 
PW has scheduled a  Faithful Women Fall 
Retreat. It will be held at the Crossroads 
Hotel & Convention Center in Huron. Reg-
istration will be from 2 to 3 p.m. Friday 
afternoon. A meal and evening session will 
complete the day. After a continental 
breakfast, the morning session and noon 
meal follows. After a closing session, guests 
will head home, about 2 or 3 p.m. More 
details will be given to PW’s later. 

PW operates on a three-year cycle. One 
year(2018) a Churchwide Gathering is held. 
The next year (2019) there is a Synod Gath-
ering (this past summer in Ames, Iowa, 
where 11 from SD Presbytery attended). 
The third year (2020) there is a fall retreat 
in each Presbytery. (See previous para-
graph.) 
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Remember to send all address changes and other Prairie Wind  

communication to Louise Van Poll, editor, at: 

pwsdpw@outlook.com. 
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“And what city might be 

next? It sounds like many 

have the same failing 

infrastructure and budget 

shortfalls that pushed 

Flint to disaster. ”  

Mary Jenner, modera-

tor, prepares for a 

plenary session. 

More photos on Page 5 

By Louise Van Poll, Editor 

I  was excited to be 
part of the Synod 

Gathering in Ames, Iowa, 
in June. Out of the be-
liever’s heart shall flow 
streams of living water. 
     The plenary sessions, 
worship leaders and key-
notes speakers were all 
excellent, as were the variety of re-
source tables and the hands-on mission 
project. New at this Gathering was Be-
jeweled, a chance for all of us to bring a 
scarf or jewelry item and take another 
for a donation. We raised a lot of money 
and proved the adage that one person’s 
junk is another’s treasure. 
     I attended six workshops and all of 
them were well presented and informa-
tive. Most of the workshops were hard-
hitting, delve-deep topics that required 
a lot of thought and processing.  
     One of those was on immigration and 
the appalling conditions of the deten-
tion centers scattered throughout the 
country. Almost every state has at least 
one of these 500 for-profit centers that 
do not care about the welfare of the 
detainees, only about the bottom line 
and showing a profit. Many of these de-
tainees have no legal representation or 
access to the outside world as they 
await their hearings. Some have been 
locked up for years although they have 
never been accused or convicted of any 
crime. 
     Our own Presbyterian Disaster Assis-
tance Web site has resources available 
for any church or individual who wants 
to research this further. Three of the 
videos produced by the PDA are “A Tra-
dition of Welcome,” “Locked in a Box,” 

and “Breathe Free.” All 
are excellent. As Pres-
byterians, we choose 
to welcome the 
stranger, just as Jesus 
did. Just as Jesus com-
mands us. The Web 
site also includes infor-
mation on 10 ways 
your church can be-
come involved. 

     I also had the opportunity to preview 
another Presbyterian film about the wa-
ter crisis in Flint, Mich. To see how a few 
bad decisions could lead to such pain, 
death and devastation was shocking. 
Although I had followed this breaking 
story in the news, watching real people 
describe their health issues and suffer-
ing put a face to the calamity. I wonder 
if this documentary will ever be aired or 
if it will be suppressed and buried. 
     I want to check on my city’s water 
quality and my own tap water. And what 
city might be next? It sounds like many 

Out of the Believer’s Heart 

Louise Van Poll at Reiman Gardens in 
Ames, Iowa. 

Cont’d on Page 3 
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From Margaret Ellefson, Mission-Justice-Peace 

     On Thursday evening, Oct. 17, on SD Public Broadcasting, Dakota Focus is on at 8 p.m. Central time. The subject of this 

particular program is Human Trafficking and should be on interest to all of us. 

     As we focus on this year’s Mission project, the Pathfinder center, we are supporting a program that helps trafficked women 

find their way back to life. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Focus on Mission 

Here are references to use for more information: 
*On facebook - Wiconi Wawokiya, INC (Helping Families) 
https://www.pathfindercenter.org/ 
*This is the original Argus Leader article that made our Oahe Presbyterian PW aware of a need in South 
Dakota: https://www.argusleader.com/story/news/business-journal/2018/11/16/south-dakota-pheasant-
hunting-season-sex-trafficking-strip-clubs-frank-days/1947984002/ 
*This gives more information about the Pathfinder Center: https://www.argusleader.com/story/
news/2016/11/13/pathfinder-center-new-home-human-trafficking-victims/93656122/ 

Heart from Page 2 

have the same failing infrastructure and budget shortfalls 
that pushed Flint to disaster. And one of the enduring, sad 
realities is that the poor and the minorities are still stuck 
and suffering because they do not have the resources to 
leave. 
     Which tied in with another workshop I attended on 
racism in America and how it is alive and thriving every-
where. It was a study on the book “Waking up White,” 
and led for some very lively discussion. Most could see 
and understand how white privilege has helped them, but 
there were a few women who refused to see how people 
of color learn to live in our world. It was very eye-opening. 
Although I had a hard time relating to the author, I do rec-
ommend this book as a great way to see race from a 
different perspective. 
     Next I attended a workshop on leadership. As a church, 
we strive to grow in our spirituality, hospitality and mis-
sion and leadership is the glue that holds it all together. 
The first thing we were told is that we must lead ourselves 
before we can lead others. To do that, we must focus on 
three goals: 
1. Model the behavior of a leader. This has to do with expecta-

tions and accountability. 
2. Focus on what is most important: your values. Beliefs may 

change over time, but values do not. 

3. Equip others for the task you are asking them to undertake. 
Mentor and teach them. It is not enough that you believe 
they are capable, they need to feel and think that they are 
equipped and ready. 

     I also attended a leader’s guide for presenting next 
fall’s PW Bible study, “Love Carved in Stone.” Eugenia 
Gamble is quick to point out that these are never called 
commandments in the Old Testament, but instead are 
referred to as ‘Words.’ And each Word from God is meant 
to heal a wound in our life. For example, the first Word, “I 
am the Lord your God,” will help us overcome the loneli-
ness that comes from our separation from God. 
     We received some great tips and helpful advice along 
with some resources. We all left excited for fall to come 
and the opportunity to become acquainted once again 
with the 10 Words, carved in stone and given in love. 
     And my last workshop was strictly for me. How to take 
better photos with your cell phone. I was doing really well 
for several weeks, and then suddenly my phone settings 
changed and now I’m back to hit and miss again. 
     I hope each church will encourage Gathering partici-
pants to share their own experiences with their local PW 
groups, for out of the believer’s heart shall flow streams 
of living water. 



Remember,  
whenever you’re in a position to help someone,  

be glad and always do it, 
because that’s GOD answering someone else’s prayer,  

through you. 

Who needs PW? 

“The personal 

connections 

within a women’s 

organization are 

what we rely on 

to help us 

celebrate our 

life’s joys and 

push through the 

struggles.” 

From Dianne Boatright, Spiritual Growth 
     Excerpts from an article titled “Who needs PW?” in Horizons July/August edition by Cheri 
Harper, PW Missions associate. 
     Why are women’s groups important to you? 

1. Women still need each other. It is in and through a women’s organization that we 
can gain awareness of our sisters’ struggles and join forces to improve lives. 

2. Women’s groups are where we work together to respond to issues that impact any 
member of the body of Christ from disaster response to racial equality, from sup-
porting literacy to ending mass incarceration. 

     Embodied love – The personal connections within a women’s organization are what we rely 
on to help us celebrate our life’s joys and push through the struggles.  We find ourselves frac-
tured by work, family, and life’s obligations, we need a circle that will draw us back together, 
help us forge tighter bonds of community and remind us of God’s enduring love.  
     Finally, as children of God, women continue to need an organization that will speak to our 
unique relationship with our Creator.  We need a place that helps us remember we belong to 
God and to one another.  We need a place that reminds us of our gifts and helps us develop 
them for the good of all.  We need a place that prioritizes community, and helps us walk in soli-
darity with those who are not as fortunate.  All of this, and more, is what PW offers me and 
you. 
     As a personal note, I look forward to getting together with my PW sisters the 3rd Thursday 
each month and go to the gatherings we have during the year at First Presbyterian in Sioux 
Falls.  Being retired with a winter home in Arkansas, I can look forward to meeting with my sis-
ters in Christ at Faith Presbyterian, Horseshoe Bend, Arkansas the second Thursday of the 
month.  There is so much good that comes from PW in its individual parts and as a whole.  It’s 
exciting!  Thank God for putting women in a place of leadership.  Let’s keep the good that we 
do in the light that has been given through Jesus Christ. 
     Prayer:  Dear Lord, be with us as we go home to lead our PW sisters to do good in this world.  
We think it isn’t much but every little bit we do is making changes for the good.  Give us safe 
travel until we meet again.  Amen 

PofSD news 
     The POSD recently 
hired me to fill the Com-
municator position. My 
name is Louise Van Poll 
and among other things, 
I will be the editor of the 
New Song. 
     I am a member of 
First Presbyterian in Hu-

ron, where I am active as an elder and 
am currently enrolled in CRE training. 
     I am active in PW, both in my local 
church and at the Presbytery level serv-
ing on the Coordinating Team.  
     I am a PDA certified Disaster Prepar-
edness Trainer. I am available to visit 
your congregation to help you become 
better prepared to cope with a disaster. 

     I look forward to hearing news from 
around the state and sharing the good, 
the sad and the wonderful with all our 
members. I am thankful for this new 
opportunity to serve and I know I will 
enjoy this position. 

Louise Van Poll 



Synod Gathering 

Presbytery of South Dakota delegation: Mary Jenner, Trudi Nelson, Pat Boelman, Linda Barnett, Lois Stanfield, Mar-
garet Ellefson, Judy Rops, Diane Helin, Louise Van Poll, Vicky Wahl and Dianne Boatright. 

Hands-on project 
Days for Girls is a global movement that prepares and distributes 
sustainable menstrual health solutions to girls who would other-

wise miss school during their monthly periods. 

Above: Judy assembles some kits. 
Right: Dianne donates some sewing time. 



   
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED   

  Presbyterian Women of the Presbytery of South Dakota   2019-20 Coordinating Team   
Moderator:  Mary Jenner    djenner@pie.midco.net  223-3136 
   1002 Verendrye Dr., Ft. Pierre, SD 57532 
Vice Moderator:  Sue Gose     lcvanpoll@gmail.com  353-4354 
   470 21st St. SW #204, Huron, SD 57350 
Secretary/Historian: Lois Huisman    lhuisman44@gmail.com  716-1236 [h] 431-4290 [c] 
   6715 Maidstone Ct., Rapid City, SD 557702 
Treasurer:  Lois Stanfield    lstanfield@sio.midco.net  271-6381 
   5732 W. Bream Dr., Sioux Falls, SD 57107 
Communications/Editor: Louise Van Poll    lcvanpoll@gmail.com  354-2397 
   732 Wisconsin Ave. SW, Huron, SD 57350 pwsdpw@outlook.com 
Mission-Justice-Peace: Margaret Ellefson    MargKnute@pie.midco.net    224-6020 

413 W Capital, Pierre, SD 57501  

Search:   Diane Helin    djhelin@sio.midco.net  334-4562 
   1506 S. 1st Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105 
   Vicky Wahl    wahl3rainbowranch@santel.net 527-2667 [h] 770-3070 [c] 
   24194 421st Ave., Fulton, SD 57340 
   Paula Larson    Larson_paula@hotmail.com  527-2458  
   PO Box 86, Artesian, SD 57314 
Spiritual Growth:  Deb Johnson    deb.johnson3056@gmail.com  760-3056 
   1505 College St., Yankton, SD 57078 
   Judy Rops    jrops@svtv.com  647-2959 [h] 507-227-1745 [c] 
   28279 465th Ave., Lennox, SD 57039 
   Dianne Boatright    dianboatrig@aol.com  526-4412 [h] 310-0937 [c] 
   46230 W. Shore Pl., Hartford, SD 57033 
Horizons Rep.:  Diane Helin    djhelin@sio.midco.net  334-4562 
   1506 S. 1st Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57105 

Prairie Wind, PWP of SD    
Louise Van Poll, Editor   
732 Wisconsin SW   
Huron, SD 57350   
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